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STUDENT BRANCH NEWS 
u• 
Members of the Branch were again very subcessru1 in taking honors at the 1977 Engi-
neering Open House. First, second, and third place awards were presented for in-
dividual student displays in each of six categories. Of the total of 18 awards, agri-
cultural engineering students won six, including 3 first place, 2 second place, and 
1 third place awards. 
Category I was made up of exhibits contributing to the overall EOH theme: "Engineer-
ing: Integrating the Sciences." Chris Myers, Centralia, won first place with his 
exhibit dealing with tracer and field evaluation of herbicide incorporation equipment 
and Jay Olson, Oneida placed second for his display dealing with a programmable sequence 
controller for a livestock feeding system. 
Category II included exhibits demonstrating engineering in today's world. Charles 
Graham, Sherrard, placed first with his exhibit and demonstration dealing with engineer-
ing efficiency in drying grains for food and seed. 
Category III were those exhibits representing research. Warren Groth, Armington, took 
first place with his display on soybean header loss comparisons and Kris Berglund, 
Rossville, placed second with his exhibit dealing with soybean quality measurement. 
The Branch took third place in the overall Department participation category. Agri-
cultural Engineering students under the guidance of Dr. Jerry L. Baker made an outstand-
ing showi~g in competition with the 15 departments and 21 student societies within the 
College of Engineering. 
The four agricultural engineering students named Knights of St. Pat are from left to 
right Nick Hoyle, DeKalb; Warren Groth, Armington; Larry Brizgis, Magnolia; and Tom 
Glenn, Troy, Michigan. 
-2-
AWMNI NEWS 
Warren A. Petersen '47, Vice President, Tork Incorporated, 1 Grove Street, Mount 
Vernon, New York recently wrote a most interesting letter concerning certain campus 
experiences immediately following World War II. A part of his comments follow: 
"In 1947, I was in my last semester before getting my degree in what 
was then known as the machine design option and I was failing Electrical 
Engineering 2. I had been married while in the service and needed to 
get out and start earning a living and I persuaded my instructor to give 
me a passing grade on the basis that I was going into machine design and 
would never be involved in the electrical business. 
After 18 months of working at a machine design job in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
I quit to join Paragon Electric Company in Two Rivers, Wisconsin who 
manufactured electrical timing devices. I have been in the electrical manu-
facturing business ever since." 
David c. Ralston '52, was recently promoted to the post of chief, Design Branch, 
Engineering Division, Soil Conservation Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Dr. Charles K. Spillman '60, '63, was featured in the Winter-Spring issue of the K-
State Engineering Newsletter for his work as a research team member studying the use 
of solar heating units in warming hog shelters. "Chuck" is an associate professor 
in the Department of Agricultural Engineering, Kansas State University, Manhattan. 
Word has been received of the February a~rival of Brian Allen Davenport. His parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. Allen Davenport, Jr., R.F.D. 1, Alexander, Illinois 62601. Allen, Jr. 
'71, '73, is operating a farm in partnership with his Father. 
Following graduation Ltjg. Norman Ross '74, completed navy flight training and is 
now a member of Fighter Squadron 32 (VF-32) flying the F-14 Tomcat. The Squadron is 
based on the Carrier John F. Kennedy. Norm reports that his current assignment extends 
for two additional years. He receives mail addressed to VF-32, FPO New York City, New 
York 09501. 
Walter M. Roll '58, '59 was a guest lecturer in the Department during the spring se-
mester. His topic was concerned with world wide standards in the farm equipment in-
dustry. Walter is manager of Corporate Engineering Standards, Deere and Company, 
Technical Center, 3300 River Road, Moline, Illinois 61265. 
Dr. Leland P. Wolken '67, '68, '71 has been named Chief Engineer of Vehicle Systems, 
Warren Defense Division, Chrysler Corporation. In February, Leland visited Campus as 
a recruiter for engineering talent. In a recent letter he describes his new responsi-
bility as follows: 
"As I indicated to you during our conversation, I was promoted to a new 
position at Chrysler Defense Division at the beginning of this year. My 
title is Chief Engineer of Vehicle Systems. This new responsibility en-
tails the supervision of four engineering design departments: Suspension, 
Power Plants, Structures and Auxiliary Systems. The Chrysler Defense Di-
vision has recently been split into two groups·. One group has responsibility 
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for the M60/M48 tanks which are presently being produced or retrofitted, 
and the other group has responsibility for the XMl tank which is the new 
tank that is being-developed for production in the 1980's. I am with the 
present production M60/M48 group. 
I have found during my six years of employment since receiving my Ph.D. 
degree that the over-all general knowledge and common sense approach that 
I acquired from a farm background and the Agricultural Engineering curriculum, 
and the communication skills that I developed from participation in ASAE 
Student Branch activities are the most important elements in fulfilling my 
job responsibilities . •.. 
Leland receives mail addressed to P.O. Box 1316, Detroit, Michigan 48231. 
Gerald D. Mundy '65, has purchased a new home at 4200 North 38 Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 53216 . 
Edmund L. Wegscheid and Larry W. Cofer '63, were recently issued u.s. Patent No. 
4008556 on an Isolated Harvester Cutterbar. The patent has been assigned to Deere 
and Company. 
Irvin Eickmeyer '57, writes to say that he and Mrs. Eickmeyer (Gwynne) have a daughter 
Beth Ann who has just completed her freshman · year in the School of Human Resources 
and Family Studies, College of Agriculture. Irvin is with the Overseas Division, 
International Harvester Company, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 60611. 
Alumni authors in Agricultural Engineering for April include Dennis L. Larson '64, 
writing on farm machinery repair and maintenance and Lyle G. Reeser '46, describing 
agricultural engineering in Latin America. Dennis is a professional engineer and a 
member of the academic staff of the Department of Soils Water and Engineering, Uni-
versity of Arizona, Tucson. Lyle is an agricultural consultant with Caterpillar 
Americas Company, a subsidary of the Caterpillar Tractor Company. 
Earl A. Hudson '6~has been promoted from project engineer in Hay Tools to Design 
Manager for Balers with the New Holland Division, Sperry Rank, New Hollandr Pennsylvania 
17557. 
FROM THE NEWSLETTER FOLDER 
Four graduate students in the Department next year will be supported by fellowships. 
Lawrence J. Brizgis '77, Magnolia, has been awarded a University Fellowship. Warren 
R. Groth '77, Armington, and Kwan E. Ryu have been named Hunter Fellows, College of 
Agriculture. Ms. Meleg Coleman Curth, a recent Agricultural Engineering graduate from 
Pur~ue University and a native of Illinois, will hold a Wright Fellowship through the 
College of Agriculture. 
Mr. E. L. "Ed" Wegscheid was a visiting lecturer in the Department during the spring 
semester. Ed is a research engineer with Deere and Company at the Technical Center in 
Moline. His particular topic while in the Department centered about mechine dynamics. 
Dr. L. L. "Larry" Boersma was recently named a Fellow in the American Society of Agronomy. 
Larry was a member of the academic staff of the Department in 1959-60. 
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When information was being gathered from 1966 graduates on the Ten Year Salary Survey, 
College of Engineering, the following question was asked: Do you remember one parti-
cular professor who influenced you in (1) your technical or professional development 
and/or (2) your personal development. The following responses came from former Agri-
cultural Engineering students: 
Technical or Professional Personal 
J. o. Curtis 
Donald Day 
D. R. Hunt 
B. A. Jones 





Officers and advisors for the Illini Ag Mech Club for the Fall Semester 1977 were re-








Wayne Bark, Piper City . 
Dale Crawford, Sullivan 
Dean Stuckemeyer, Altamont 
David Hummel, Quincy 
Kevin Furman, Rochelle 
Jim Campion, Camp Grove 
Dr. D .. R. Hunt 
Dr. James N. Scarborough 
Officers and advisors for the Illinois Student Branch, American Society of Agricultural 









Bob Montgomery, Washington 
Chris Myers, Centralia 
Dave Paul, Lexington 
Marvin Pitts, Wauconda 
To be elected in Fall 
Kris Berglund, Rossville 
Tom Glenn (continuing), Urbana 
Chuck Graham, Sherrard 
Jeff Healy (continuing), Aurora 
Dr. John Hummel (activities) 
Dr. John Siemens (publications) 
